The Basis of Future Operations
Our air forces, in particular our aeroplanes, were further developed. They had reached such proportions that it seemed necessary to place them under a special General, who should be directly under the Chief of the General Staff in the Field. The first Director of Air Services was General von Hoppner. This officer, who had proved his worth as Chief of Staff of an Army, and as a leader of troops, now did all that lay in his power to develop this arm of the future. His Chief of Staff was Colonel Thomsen, who had hitherto commanded the air forces single-handed. In spite of the efforts of the General Staff in peace time, we had begun the war with insufficient air equipment. Germany and the German Army owe it to the enormous creative energy of Colonel Thomsen and of Lieut-Colonel Siegert, who worked at home, that our aircraft went from success to success during the war. At the moment the most important thing was to increase our chaser squadrons and to provide them with a good fighting machine, without, however, reducing the supply of other varieties. Considerable attention was also devoted to bombing squadrons.
The airship disappeared from the fighting equipment of the Army, It offered too large a target. The Navy continued to *use it.
Anti-aircraft defences were perfected and increased, and defensive arrangements at the front and at home organized on the largest scale. This cost us men and material, which had to be taken from the front*
Trench warfare offered no scope for cavalry. The formation of regiments of dismounted cavalry, of battalion strength, out of the cavalry regiments, with which a start had already been made, was now continued, and the Landsturm and Landwehr squadrons were broken up. Their horses were urgently required for the reorganization of the artillery and for our transport. The wastage in horses was extraordinarily high, and the import from neutral countries hardly worth consideration. The homeland and the occupied districts could not make good the shortage. There were many gaps. Our thoroughbreds had proved their worth, but our lighter strains were not good enough. We had
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